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MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Derwood Residents Rally Against Highway

Protesiers Survey Denuded Woods in Their Push to Halt Intercounty Connegtor

By Dowws St. Groser
Washington. 7cs

At the edge of their neighbor-
hood’s fallen woeds, sesidents of
Montgomery Coonty’s Derwood
commnity raflied  yesterday
sgainst comstruction of the in-
tercounty connector, insisting
there was still time to stop the
Tong<lebated six-lane highway.

Many of them wearing forest-
green T-shirts rcading “A Wake
for MoCo,” they hoisted placards
a3 they spoke out, marched and
toak aim at Gov. Martin O'Malley
(D), whom they blomed for al-
lowing the $2.4 bilion highway
project to praceed.

They calted their event O"Mat-
Iey’s March, invoking the name of
the governot’s onetime Celtic
rock band, and used the theme of
an Irish wake, A bagpiper played,
and a crowd of 80 people
sombperly upon a swath of ecuf~
dowmn trees, not far from backyard
grills and subarban decks,

The site has been slated. to be-
cutwe part of the highway.

“We're all stuck paying mort-
gages in what was a_beautiful
place,” said Commie McKeana,
president of the Shady Grove
Woods H Associati

With an Irish wake as {he theme, bagpiper Steve Portes feads protesters in a march thyough affested Derwond areas.

cage east-west ruffic congestion
bez'(md the Capital Beltway. It is

which organized the event. “We
irusted our government to lovk
out for us. . .. They failed us here
on Briardale Road.”

More than 12,000 homes, Mc-
Kenna said, are within 500 meaters
of the 18.8-mile project. She and
other critics say the project will
cause  environmental age
without relieving traffic. “This
Iighway is going through estab-
lished communities, I'snot a bike
path. It's like [-95. It's Jike the New
Jursey Turnpike,” she said.

State officials say the roadway,
which extends to the Laurel area
in Prince George’s Comnty, will

duled to open in segments,

starting in 2010, A federal court
recently cuded in favor of the high-
‘way, but an appeal is pending.

The state has spent $300 mil-
lon to plan 2ud design the foll
road and buy land for it, and has
awarded $1 billion in contracts,

Derwood is one of the first
areas to be substantiafly affected
by the project, and residents there
invited people fram other comma-
nities to get an early glimpse of
what the projeet will bring. Resi-
dents came from Olney and Wash-
tugton Grove, fram around Geor-
gia Avenue, from near Colesville
Raud.

Derwood residents said it made
ail the difference to see the project
as a phiysical reality rather than a
djagram. ] think seeing the actual
trees heing taken ont was a wake-
ap caif that it was real,” said Keith
Pournier, 32, who lives in Shady
Grove Woods.

It has inspited activism in the
commority, which residents said
they hope will spread.

Paul Sevier, 56, said he lost
three-guarters of an acre of his
Rockville area yard to the high-
way, and he held a sign to Jet oth-
crs know what was af stake in his
neighborhood: “1,223 Trees. Syca-
maore Acres.”

Sevier and many others said few.
officials have heeded comcerns

ahout harm to air quality and con-
sidered how that will affect chil-
dren growing up in the shadow of
the highway. “I just don’t think
that's being fistened to,” he said.

Twe clected officials at the
event said the project was ill-
conceived: Del. Saqib Ali (D-
Montgomery) and Montgomery
County Council member Mare EI-
cick (D-At Large).

Blrich said the highway was at
odds with the couwils recent ae-
tions to Jimit energy consumption
and veduce greenhouse gases.

“We took bold steps in one di-
rection, and then we make greal
mistakes we can’t possibly correct
in the otber direction,” Elrich
said. He urged residents to get in-

Elmer Tse, 13, wa

volved and said there was still a
chance that “this road will crash
and burn.”

That is exactly what many i
the crowd said they hoped for,

There was Elmer Tse, 13. ‘Tve
been in those woods all my Bfe,”
he said. “I¢’s like 2 second home to
me. Me and my friends, we used to
wander them all the time, 1t's hot~
rible to see them cut down ke

s alongside a site that was once
those woads all my fife,” he sald. “It's Bke 2 second bome to me.”

this.” N
Another resident, Rich Berg,
63, waid he worries about noise,
pollution and loss of property val-
ue. For 1% years, he said, he bas
enjoyed the quiet wooded area jist
beyond his property. “I's giing to
disappear,” he said. Soon, “Til-be
able walk out my front door and
ook at a six-lane highway or. s
brick wall hiding it.” -



